VIOLENCE   DISPOSES   OF   CONSCIENCE

uplifted by a sovereign sense of inviolability, Gastellio
went on to defend himself against Calvin's most serious
accusation, that he, Gastellio, had stolen firewood in
Basle. "Certainly," he writes ironically, "it would be a
grave offence if I had committed it. But calumny is an
equally serious matter. Let us assume that the charge is
true, and that I really stole wood because I, in the terms
of your doctrine, was predestined to do so. Why should
you revile me on that account? Should you not rather
have compassion on me because God foreordained me to
such a fate, and therefore made it impossible that I
should not steal? If that be so, why should you fill the
heavens with outcries and denunciations? To prevent my
stealing any more? But if I am a thief because of divine
predestination, you must in your writings acquit me of
blame, since I act under coercion. On your own showing
I could as little refrain from theft as, by taking thought,
add a cubit to my stature."

Having thus made merry over Calvin's preposterous
accusation, Castellio went on to explain upon what a
slender foundation the charge had been built up. Like
hundreds of others, during a freshet in the Rhine, he
had with a grappling-hook hauled driftwood out of the
river. This was permissible, for not only was driftwood
treasure-trove to any one, but the citizens of Basle were,
by the town authorities, especially invited to retrieve it,
since, when the river was in flood, floating logs were a
peril to the bridges. Castellio was in a position to prove
that the Basle municipal authorities had paid him, and
certain other "thieves," a reward of "quaternos solidos"
(a respectable sum of money) for having committed the
"theft." After reading this rebuttal, even the zealots of
Geneva made no further attempts to revive a ridiculous
calumny which dishonoured, not Castellio, but Calvin.

No mendacity, and no attempt to gloss over the matter,
could save Calvin's face. The dictator, eager to do any-

349